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to safeguard their skins and estates were at this
time writing friendly letters to St. Germains.
William's real grudge against Marlborough was
that he was trying to turn the English Parliament
and English Army against the Crown when in
the midst of the war with France.

At the end of 1694 Queen Mary died childless
and Princess Anne was brought a step nearer
the succession. Marlborough now felt it to be
in his own interest to patch up his differences
with William. He made an indirect offer of his
services, and when William achieved his one
personal success of the war, he induced Princess
Anne to write a congratulatory letter to the King.
William gradually responded to these overtures.
In the following year, when a certain Jacobite,
Sir John Fenwick, was arrested for plotting a
rising in England and in his confession charged
Marlborough among others with a treasonable
correspondence with King James, William took
not the slightest notice. Marlborough, in evident
confidence that Fenwick had no letters of his to
back the accusations, put a bold face on the
business. He pressed on an Act of Attainder to
ensure Fenwick's conviction, while his brother
George exclaimed, " Thrust a bullet down his
throat. Dead men tell no tales ! " But at the
same time Marlborough took the precaution of
frightening out of the country Lord Ailesbury,
another Jacobite who had been on that side ojf
the divided Jacobite camp with which he had in
fact been in communication. And therefore,
when the French war was over, but not before,